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SUBJECT: MNLF BARRED FROM MINDANAO URBAN AREAS 

1 . FOLLOWING TWO HANDGRENADE INCIDENTS WITHIN THE LAST TWO 
WEEKS, THE PHILIPPINE SOUTHERN COMMAND HAS BARRED MEMBERS OF 
THE MNLF FROM ENTERING CITIES OR TOWNS IN MINDANAO'S THIRTEEN 
AUTONOMOUS PROVINCES WITHOUT PRIOR CLEARANCE FROM THE LOCAL 
MILITARY FORCES. MNLF MEMBERS CAUGHT IN URBAN AREAS WITHOUT 
PERMISSION WILL BE ARRESTED AS SUSPECTED TERRORISTS. 

2. IN EXPLAING NEW ORDER, SOUTHERN COMMAND CHIEF REAR 
ADMIRAL ESPALDON CLAIMED HE WAS FORCED TO LIMIT FREEDOM OF 
MOVEMENT FOR MNLF FOLLOWING TWO INCIDENTS IN WHICH GRENADES 
WERE THROWN INTO CROWDED THEATERS - IN ZAMBOANGA CITY JUNE 20 
AND DIPOLOG JUNE 26 - KILLING FIVE PEOPLE AND INFURING 32. 
ESPALDON BLAMED MNLF'S INABILITY TO CONTROL ITS FORCES AND 
CHARGED NUR MISUARI FAVORED FIOLENCE BECAUSE OF HIS 
COMMUNIST SYMPATHIES. 
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3. COMMENT: THOUGH CEASEFIRE HAS BEEN HOLDING REASONABLY WELL, 
THE PEACE WHICH PREVAILS IN MINDANAO IS AT BEST FRAGILE. THIS 
LATEST ACTION BY THE PHILIPPINE MILITARY INTRODUCES A NEW AND 
PROBLEMATIC FACTOR INTO THE CEASEFIRE EQUATION. THE FREEDOM 
OF THE MNLF TO MOVE WITHOUT HINDERANCE INTO URBAN AREAS HAS 
PROBABLY CONTRIBUTED POSITIVELY TO THE MAINTEANCE OF PEACE 
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BY PROVIDING R&R SITES FOR MNLF SOLDIERS. ONE LOCAL 
OBSERVER (BISHOP PHILIP SMITH OF JOLO) RECENTLY TOLD EMBOFFS 
THAT FOLLOWING THE DECLATION OF THE CEASEFIRE, IOLO WAS 
INVADED ONCE AGAIN BY LARGE NUMBERS OF MNLF SOLDIERS WHO 
HEADED STRAIGHT FOR THE NEAREST MOVIE THEATER. CONFING 
MNLF TO RURAL AREAS WILL PROBABLY ONLY RAISE TENSIONS AMONG 
THE MNLF AND INCREASE THE ODDS THAT ANGER MIGHT REPLACE 
REASON AT THE CEASEFIRE LINE. 
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